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Item 1 
 

Proposed Decision to be taken by the  
Portfolio Holder for Children and Schools  

on or after 23 August 2013 
 
 

Proposal to amend the priority areas for  
Newburgh Primary School, Westgate Primary School, Woodloes 

Primary School and Budbrooke Primary School 
 
 

Recommendation 
 
 That the Portfolio Holder for Children and Schools approves that permission be 

granted to the Strategic Director of People Group to consult on a proposal to amend 
the priority areas for Newburgh Primary School, Westgate Primary School, 
Woodloes Primary School and Budbrooke Primary School.  

 
 
1.0 Key Issues 
 
1.1 Warwickshire County Council has a statutory duty to ensure a sufficiency of school 

places.  
 
 
2.0 Background 
 
2.1 Warwickshire is experiencing a significant growth in pupil numbers which is already 

being experienced in primary schools. The reception cohort entering Warwickshire 
primary schools in September 2012 was in excess of 6,200; over 1,000 more 
children than entered reception in 2006.  

 
1.2 Extensive work has taken place to identify areas where demand for places would 

outweigh availability and identify possible solutions. Locally, this has seen the 
expansion of a number of schools as well as some changes to existing priority 
areas. 

 
1.3 South West Warwick has already seen large-scale housing development which has 

resulted in a significant number of additional pupils in the town, specifically in the 
priority area of Newburgh Primary School. Housing development in the area 
continues and pressure on places will become even more evident unless steps are 
taken.  

 
1.4 In order to support the Local Authority’s statutory duty to ensure a sufficiency of 

schools places, we propose to change the existing priority areas for a number of 
schools to result in a better match between availability of places and the number of 
children living within the area.  
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3.0 The Proposal  
 
3.1 As part of the on-going phased approach to ensuring a sufficiency of school places 

in the area, the proposal is to change the existing priority areas for Budbrooke 
Primary School, Woodloes Primary School, Westgate Primary School and 
Newburgh Primary School. 
 

3.2 A school priority area is a geographical area defined for the school’s Admission 
Authority, in this case the County Council. Where a school is over-subscribed, the 
Admissions Policy will ensure that children living in the priority area are given 
places before other applicants. There is no guarantee that all pupils living within a 
school’s priority area will be admitted, but parents will have a strong expectation 
that places will generally be available at their priority school.  
 

3.3 The Local Authority receives information from colleagues in Health regarding the 
number of live births across the county. This information is used to inform the pupil 
forecasting process. The table below shows the number of children as at May 2013 
living within the current priority area and due to start school over the next four 
years. 

 
Table 1 – Current priority areas 

 

School Name PAN 

Children living within the 
priority area and due to start 
reception in 
2013 2014 2015 2016 

Budbrooke Primary School 45 25 21 22 27 
Newburgh Primary School 60 91 99 108 104 
Westgate Primary School 30 63 72 75 73 
Woodloes Primary School 60 51 50 60 54 

 
 
3.4 Maps showing the current and proposed priority areas are attached at Appendix A. 
 
3.5 The table below shows the same information about children currently living within 

the area and due to enter school over the next four years. However, this table 
shows the information for the proposed priority areas.  

 
 

Table 2 – Proposed priority areas 
 

School Name PAN 

Children living within the 
priority area and due to start 
reception in 
2013 2014 2015 2016 

Budbrooke Primary School 45 25 21 22 27 
Newburgh Primary School 60 81 86 88 83 
Westgate Primary School 30 48 63 66 71 
Woodloes Primary School 60 76 72 89 77 
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3.6 The proposed changes support a better match between the capacity of individual 
schools and the likely number of in area children. It must be noted that the tables 
above include all children and that no disregard figure has been applied for children 
who will not enter maintained mainstream education. It should also be noted that 
the tables show the number of children living within an area. The figures do not 
reflect parental preference or past trends of attendance.   

 
 
4.0 Implications and Transitional Arrangements 
 
4.1 If the proposals are agreed we would envisage the changes to the priority areas 

coming into effect for admissions from September 2014 onwards. 
 
4.2 Transitional arrangements will be put in place to try and ensure that the younger 

siblings of children already attending their priority area school will be able to join 
their brothers or sisters after the changes take effect. For admissions from 
September 2014, a sibling of a children already attending Newburgh Primary 
School, Westgate Primary School, Woodloes Primary School or Budbrooke Primary 
School will be treated as an ‘in-area’ child of the same school for admissions 
purposes. This arrangement will only be applied to the siblings of who were 
admitted from within the priority area pre September 2013. The arrangement will 
also be limited to the admission of children already born by 31 August 2013. 

 
 
5.0 The Process  
 
5.1  We will be required to consult with interested stakeholders on the proposed 

changes.  
 
5.2 Discussions have already taken place with all schools and they are all supportive of 

the proposals. 
 
 
6.0 Summary  
 
6.1  The Local Authority has a statutory duty to ensure a sufficiency of school places. 

Unless steps are taken to make changes surrounding the Warwick area longer 
term: 

 
• The Local Authority will not be able to ensure a sufficiency of places within the 

local area. 
• Children from the town could have to travel some considerable distance to 

secure a school place. 
• A large number of ‘in-area’ children will be unable to secure admission to their 

priority school. 
 
 
7.0  Timescales Associated with Next Steps 
 
7.1 It is proposed that consultation should take place between 4 September and 30 

October 2013.  
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7.2 A further report will be brought to Portfolio Holder for decision in November 2013. 
 
7.3 If it is decided to support the proposals a request will be made for an in-year 

variation from the Schools Adjudicator to allow the changes to come into effect for  
September 2014 admissions 

 
7.4 Equality issues will be considered as part of the on-going process.  
 
 
 Name Contact Information 
Report Author Janet Neale 01926 742266 

janetneale@warwickshire.gov.uk 
Head of Service Sarah Callaghan 

 
01926 742123 
sarahcallaghan@warwickshire.gov.uk 

Strategic Director Wendy Fabbro 
(Mike Taylor – 
Acting) 

01926 742665 
miketaylor@warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Portfolio Holder Councillor Timms cllrtimms@warwickshire.gov.uk 
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Appendix A 
 
Existing Priority Areas: 
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Proposed Priority Areas: 
  

 
 


